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That arrows fled not fwifter toward their aim 9 
Than did our foldiers, aiming at their fafety, 

Fly from the field. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. ii. 

3. In a figurative fenfe, a purpofe 3 a fcheme 3 an intention 3 a 
defign. 

He trufted to have equall’d the mofl High, 

'If hfe oppos’d : and, with ambitious aim 
Againft the throne, and monarchy of God, 

Rais d impious war. Milton's Parad. LoJ ?, b. i. /. 41. 

But fee, how oft ambitious aims are croft, 

And chiefs contend till all the prize is loft. Pope. 

The objeft of a defign 3 the thing after which any one endea- 
vours. 

The fafeft way is to fuppofe, that the epiftle has but one aim, 
till, by a frequent perufal of it, you are forced to fee there are 
diftintf independent parts. Locke's EJfay on St. Paul’s Epijlles. 
Conjecture 3 guefs. 

It is impoflible, by aim , to tell it ; and, for experience 
and knowledge thereof, I do not think that there was ever any 
of the particulars thereof. Spcnfer on Ireland. 

There is a hiftory in all mens lives. 

Figuring the nature of the times deceas’d ; 

The which obferv’d, a man may prophcfy. 

With a near aim , of the main chance of things, 

As yet not come to life, which, in their feeds 
And weak beginnings, lie intreafur’d. Sbakefp. Henry IV. 
AIR. 11. f. [air, Fr. air , Lat.J 
I. The element encompafling the terraqueous globe. 

If I were to tell what I mean by the word air , I may fay, it 
is that fine matter which we breathe in and breathe out conti- 
nually 3 or it is that thin fluid body, in which the birds fly, a 
little above the earth ; or it is that invifible matter, which fills 
all places near the earth, or which immediately encompaffes the 
globe of earth and water. Watts's Logick. 

The ftate of the air3 or the air confidered with regard to health. 

There be many good and healthful airs , that do appear by 
habitation and other proofs, that differ not in fmell from other 
airs. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory , N° 9 04. 

Air in motion 3 a fmall gentle wind. 

Frefh gales, and gentle airs , 

Whifper’d it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rofe, flung odours from the fpicy fhrub 
Difporting ! Milton s Paradife Loft , b. viii. /. 515. 

But fafe repofe, without an air of breath, 

Dwells here, and a dumb quiet next to death. Dryden. 

Let Vernal airs through trembling ofiers play. 

And Albion’s cliffs refound the rural lay. Popes Paf orals. 

Blaft. 

All theftor’d vengeancies of heaven fall 
On her ingrateful top ! ftrike her young bones. 

You taking airs , with lamenefs. Sbakefp. King Lear . 

Any thing light or uncertain 3 that is as light as air. 

0 momentary grace of mortal men, 

Which we more hunt for than the grace of God ! 

Who builds his hope in air of your fair looks. 

Lives like a drunken failor on a mall, 

Ready, with evTy nod, to tumble down 

Into the fatal bowels of the deep. Sbakefp. Rich. Ill, 

6. The open weather 3 air unconfined. 

The garden was inclos’d within the fquare, 

Where young Emilia took the morning air. Dryd. Fables. 

7. Vent; utterance 3 emflion into the air. 

1 would have afk’d you, if I durft for fiiame, 

If ftill you lov’d ? you gave it air before me. 

But ah ! why were we not both of a fex ? 

For then we might have lov’d without a crime. Dryd.D.Seb. 
S. Publication; expofure to the publick view and knowledge. 

I am forry to find it has taken air , that I have fome hand in 
thefe papers. Pope's Letters. 

Intelligence ; information. 

It grew alfo from the airs , which the princes and ftates a- 
broad received from their ambafladors and agents here ; which 
were attending the court in great number. Bacon’s Henry VII. 
10. Poetry; along. 

And the repeated air 
Of fad Elecixa’s poet, had the pow’r 

To fave th’ Athenian walls from ruin bare. Parad. Regain. 
Mufick, whether light or ferious. 

This mufick crept by me upon the waters. 

Allaying both their fury and my pafllon. 

With its fweet air. Sbakefpeare' s Tcmpef. 

Call in fome mufick 3 I have heard, foft airs 
Can charm our fenfes, and expel our cares. Denh. Sophy. 
The fame airs , which fome entertain with moft delightful 
tranfports, to others are importune. Glanville's Scepfis Scient . 

Since we have fuch a treafury of words, fo proper for the 
airs of mufick, I wonder that perfons fhould give fo little at- 
tention. Addijon. Spectator, N° 406. 

Born on the fwelling notes, our fouls afpire, 

While folemn airs improve the facred fire 3 
And angels lean from heav’n to hear ! Pope's St. Ccecilia . 

— When the foul is funk with cares, 

Pope’s Ccecilia. 
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12 . The mien, or manner, of the perfon. 

Her graceful innocence, her ev’ry air-. 

Of gefture, or leafta&ion, over-aw’d 
His malice. Milton's Paradife Lof 

For the air of youth 
Hopeful and chearful, in thy blood fliall reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry. 

To weigh thy fpirits down 3 and laft confume 
The balm of life. Milt. Par. Lof , b. xi. / 

But, having the life before us, befides the experience' or ? |i 
they knew, it is no wonder to hit fome airs and features, whicl 
they have milled. . Dryden on Dramatick p oe t/ 

There is fomething wonderfully divine in the airs 0 f thf 

P iaure - Addifon on Italy. 

Yet fhould the Graces all thy figures place. 

And breathe an air divine on ev’ry face. p of , 

13. An affedted or laboured manner or gefture 3 as, a lofty air 
a gay air. 

Whom Ancus follows, with a fawning air ; 

But vain within, and proudly popular. Dryd. Ain vi 

There are of thefe fort cf beauties, which laft but for a 
moment 3 as, the different airs of an affembly, upon the fiaht 
of an unexpeded and uncommon objed, fome particularity of 
a violent palfion, fome graceful adion, a fftiile, a glance of an 
eye, a difdainful look, a look of gravity, and a thoufand other 
fuch like things. ' Dryden' s Dufrefnoy. 

Their whole lives were employed in intrigues of ftate, and 
they naturally give themfelves airs of kings and princes, of 
which the minifters of other nations are only the reprefenta- 
ti ves * Addifon s Remarks on Italy, 

To curl their waving hairs, 

Alfift their blufhes, and infpire their airs. P 0 p c> 

He affumes and affeds an entire fet of very different airs • 
he conceives himfelf a being of a fuperiour nature. Swift. 

14. Appearance. 

As it was communicated with the air of a fecret, it foon 
found its way into the world. Pope’s Ded. to Rape of the Lock. 

15. [In horfemanfhip.] Airs denote the artificial or pradifed mo- 
tions of a managed horfe. Chambers. 

To Air. v. a. [from the noun air . ] 

1. To expofe to the air. 

Fleas breed principally of ftraw or mats, where there hath 
been a little moifture, or the chamber and bed-ftraw kept 
clofe, and not aired. Bacon's Natural Ilf ory, N° 690. 

We have had, in our time, experience twice or thrice, 
when both the judges that fat upon the jail, and numbers of 
thofe that attended the bufmefs, or were prefent, fickened upon 
it, and died. 1 herefore, it were good wifdom, that, in fuch 
cafes, the jail were aired , before they were brought forth. 

Bacon's Natural Hijlory, N° 9 14. 
As the ants were airing their provifions one winter, up 
comes a hungry gralhopper to them, and begs a charity. 

L' Ef range' s Fables. 

Or wicker-balkets weave, or air the corn, 

Or grinded grain, betwixt two marbles turn. Dryd. Virgil. 

2. To take the air, or enjoy the open air, with the reciprocal 
pronoun. 

Nay, ftay a little 

Were you but riding forth to air yourfelf. 

Such parting were too petty. Sbakefp. Cymbelinc. 

I afeended the higheft hills of Bagdat, in order to pafs the 
reft of the day in meditation and prayer. As I was here air- 
ing my f elf on the tops of the mountains, I fell into a profound 
contemplation on the vanity of human life. Addifon. Sped. 

3. To open to the air 3 as, clothes. 

1 he others make it a matter of final! commendation in it- 
felf, if they, who wear it, do nothing elfe but air the robes, 
which their place requireth. ~ Hooker, b. v. § 29. 

4. To air liquors; to warm them by the fire: a term ufed in 
converfation. 

5. I o make nefts. In this fenfe, it is derived from aery, a neft. 
It is now out of ufe. 

You may add their bufy, dangerous, difeourteous, yea, and 
fometimes defpiteful ftealing, one from another, of the eggs and 
young ones 3 who, if they were allowed to air naturally and 
quietly, there would be ftore fufficient, to kill not only the 
partridges, but even all the good houfewives chickens in a coun- 
ty* Carew's Survey of Cornwall. 

A'irbladdfr. n.f [from air and bladder.'] 

1. Any cuticle or veficle filled with air. 

The pulmonary artery and vein pafs along the furfaces of 
thefe air bladders, in an infinite number of ramifications. 

Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2 . 7 he bladder in fifties, by the contradlion and dilatation of 
which, they vary the properties of their weight to that of their 
bulk, and rife or fall. 

_ Though the airbladder in fifties feems neceflary for fvvim- 
ming, yet fome are fo formed as to fwim without it. Cudivortb. 
A'ireuilt. adj. [from air and build.] Built in the air, with- 
out any folid foundation. 

Hence the fool’s paradife, the ftatcfman’s fcheme. 

The airbuilt cnftle, and the golden dream, 
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The maid’s romantick wifti, the chymift s flame, . 

And poet’s vifion of eternal fame. Pope's Dunciad, . in- 
Air-drawn, adj. [from air and drawn.] Drawn or painw 

in air. 

This is the very painting of your fear, 

This is the air-drawn dagger, which, you laid, _ 

Led you to Duncan. Shah/f. MM. 

-A'irer. n. /■ [from To air.] He that expofes to the air. 
A'IRHOLE. n.f [from air and hole.] A hole to admit the air. 

A'iriness. n.f. [from airy.] 
j. Opennefs; expofure to the air. 

2. Lightnefs 3 gaiety 3 levity. . t , 

The French have indeed taken worthy pains to make cl at- 
fick learning fpeak their language 3 if they have not fucceeded, 
it muft be imputed to a certain talkativenefs and ainnejs repre- 
fented in their tongue, which will never agree with the fedate- 
nefs of the Romans, or the folemnity of the Greeks. Felton. 
A'iring. n.f [from air.] A ftiort journey or ramble to enjoy 

the free air. . , 

This little fleet ferves only to fetch them wine and corn, and 

to give their ladies an airing in the fummer-feafon. Add. on It. 
A'irless. adj. [from air . ] Without communication with the 

the free air. 

Nor ftony tower, nor walls of beaten brafs. 

Nor airlefs dungeon, nor ftrong links of iron, 

Can be retentive to the ftrength of fpirit. Sbakefp. J. Ccefar . 
A'irling. n.f. [from air, for gayety.] A young, light, thought- 
lefs, gay perfon. 

Some more there be, flight airlings , will be won 
With dogs, and horfes, and perhaps a whore. B.John. Catil 
A'iRPUMP. n.f [from air and pimp.] 

A machine by whofe means the air is exhaufted out of proper 
veffels. The principle on which it is built, is the elafticity of 
the air; as that on which the waterpump is founded, is on the 
gravity of the air. The invention of this curious inftrument 
is aferibed to Otto de Guerick, conful of Magdebourg, who ex- 
hibited his firft publick experiments before the emperour and 
the ftates of Germany, in 1654, But his machine laboured 
under feveral defeats, in the force neceflary to work it, which 
was very great, and the progrefs very flow 3 befides, it was to 
be kept under water, and allowed of no change of fubjedls for 
experiments. However, Mr. Boyle, with the affiftance of Dr. 
Hooke, removed feveral of thefe inconveniencies ; though, ftill, 
the working of this pump was laborious, by reafon of the pref- 
fure of the atmofphere at every exfutftion, after a vacuum was 
nearly obtained. This labour has been fince removed by Mr. 
Hawklbee 3 who, by adding a fecond barrel and pifton, to rife 
as the other fell, and fall as it rofe, made the preffure of the at- 
mofphere on the defeending one, of as much fervice as it was 
of differvice in the afeending one. Vream made a further im- 
provement in Hawkfbee’s air-pump, by reducing the alternate 
motion of the hand and winch to a circular one. Chambers. 

For the air that, in exhaufted receivers of airpumps , is 
exhaled from minerals, and flefh, and fruits, and liquours, is as 
true and genuine as to elafticity and denfity, or rarefaction, as 
that we refpire in 3 and yet this factitious air is fo far from be- 
ing fit to be breathed in, that it kills animals in a moment, even 
fooner than the very abfence of all air, or a vacuum itfelf. 

Bentley's Sermons. 

A'irshaft. n. f. [from air and Jhaft.] A paffage for the air 
into mines and fubterraneous places. 

By the finking of an airjhaft, the air hath liberty to circu- 
late, and carry out the fleams both of the miners breath and the 
damps, which would otherwife ftagnate there. Ray. 

A'iry. adj. [from air-, aereus, Lat.J 

1. Compofed of air. 

The firft is the tranfmiflion, or ertiiftion, of the thinner and 
more airy parts of bodies 3 as, in odours and infections : and 
this is, of all the reft, the moft corporeal. Bacon. 

2 . Relating to the air 3 belonging to the air. 

There are fifties that have wings, that are no ftrangers to the 

[ e § ; ° n ; Boyle. 

3. High in air. 

Whole rivers here forfake the fields below. 

And, wond ring at their height, through airy channels flow. 

T . , . , . Addifon. 

4. Light as air 3 thin ; unfubftantial ; without folidity. 

I hold ambition of fo airy and light a quality, that it is but a 
fliadow s fhadow. ' Shakefp. Hamlet. 

.1 may the dog the wand’ring troops conftrain 
Of tf/ry ghofts, and vex the guilty train 3 
And, with her grifly lord, his lovely queen remain. Dr. An 

Without reality; without any fteady foundation in truth or 
nature 3 vain 3 trifling. 

. Nor think with wind 

Of airy threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou can’ll not Milton's Paradife Lof, b. vi. 

. , or ( t0 avoi d fuen meannefs) foaring high, 

I W f mpt i' fotmd ’ ? nd airy notions > fl y- Rofimmm. 
which nTr^ 1 Com P la,nt “"“ming the fcarcity of money, 
..inch occafioned many airy proportions for the remedy of it. 

y 0J . j Temple's Mifcellanies . 
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6 Fluttering 3 loofe ; as if to catch the air 3 rail of leAty. 

But the S epick poem is too ftately to receive thofe little orna- 
ments. The painters draw their nymphs in thin and airy di- 
bits 3 but the weight of gold and of embroideries is referved lor 
queens and goddeffes. , Dryd. M Dedicat 

1 By this name of ladies, he means ail young perlons, flt nik , 
finely ftiaped, airy, and delicate : fuch as are nymphs an- 
Naiads. Dryden s Dufrefnoy. 

7. Gay; fprightly; full of mirth 3 vivacious; lively; fpirited ; 

light of heart. , , 

He that is merry and airy at fliore, when he fees a fad and a 

loud tempeft on the fea, or dances brilkly when God thunders 
from heaven, regards not when God (peaks to all tne woild. 

Taylor s R tile of living holy . 

Aisle, n.f. [Thus the word is written by Addifon, but perhaps 

improperly; fince it feems deducible only from either, ane, a 
wing, or alike , a path 3 and is therefore to be written aue.] 

The walks in a church, or wings of a quire. 

The abbey is by no means fo magnificent as one would ex- 
peCt from its endowments. The church is one huge nei, w;t 1 
a double aide to it 3 and, at each end, is a large quire. Addijon . 
Ait, or Eyght. n.f [fuppofed, by Skinner , to be conupted 

from ifet. J A fmall ifland in a river. 

AJUTAGE, n.f [ajutage, Fr.] An additional pipe to water- 

works. DUt - 

To Ake. v. n. [from Gr. and therefore more grammati- 
cally written ache. See Ache.] 

1. To feel a lafting pain, generally of the internal pains 3 diftin- 
guifhed from fmart, which is commonly uled of unealmeis in 
the external parts 3 but this is no accurate account. 

To fue, and be den/d, fuch common grace, 

My wounds ake at you ! Shakefp . Timor.'. 

Let our finger ake , and it endues 
Our other healthful members with a fenfe 

pain. Sbakefp . Othello > 

Were the pleafiire of drinking accompanied, the very mo- 
ment, with that fick ftomach and aking head, which, in fome 
men, are fure to follow, I think, no body would ever let wine 
touch his lips. Locke. 

His limbs muft ake, with daily toils oppreft. 

Ere long-wifli’d night brings neceflary reft. Prior. 

2 . It is frequently applied, in an improper fenfe, to the heart 3 as, 
the heart akes 3 to imply grief or fear. Sbakefpeare has ufed it, 
ftill moie licentioufly, of the foul. 

Here .(hame diffuades him, there his fear prevails, 

And each, by turns, his aking heart affails. AddiJ. Ov. Met . 

My foul akes 

T o know when two authorities are up. 

Neither fupreme, how foon confufion 
May enter. 

Aki n. adj. [from a and kin.] 

1. Related to 3 allied to by blood 3 ufed of perfons. 

I do not envy thee, dear Pamela ; only I could wifh, that, 
being thy filler in nature, I were not fo far off akin in fortune. 

Sidney, b. ii. 

2. Allied to by nature 3 partaking of the fame properties 3 ufed 
of things. 

The cankered paflion of envy is nothing chin to the filly 
envy of the afs. V Ef range. Fab. xxxviii. 

Some limbs again in bulk or ftature 
Unlike, and not akin by nature, 

In concert act, like modern friends, 

Becaule one ferves the other’s ends. Prior. 

He feparates it from queftions with which it may have been 
complicated, and diftinguiflies it from queftions which may be 
akin to it. Watts's Improvement of the Mind, p. i. c. 13. 

Al, Attle, Adle, do all feem to be corruptions of the Saxon 
AEpel, noble , famous 3 as alfo, Ailing and Adding, are corruptions 
of TEpehnj, noble , fplendid, famous. Gibfon's Camden. 

Al, Aid, being initials, are derived from the Saxon Ealb, an- 
cient 3 and fo, oftentimes, the initial all, being melted by the 
Normans, from the Saxon ealb. Idem, ibid. 

AT A BAS TER. n.f. [f 4 da^c.v.] 

A kind of foft marble, eafier to cut, and lefs durable, than the 
other kinds 3 fome is white, which is moft: common ; fome of 
the colour of horn, and tranfparent 3 fome yellow, like honey, 
marked with veins. The ancients ufed it to make boxes for 
perfumes. Savary . 

Yet I'll not fhed her blood, 

Nor fear that whiter Ikin of hers than fnow, 

And fmooth as monumental alabafer. Shakefp. Othello. 

A'l ae aster, adj. Made of alabafter. 

I cannot forbear reckoning part of an alabafer column, 
found in the ruins of Livia’s portico. It is of the colour of 
fire, and may be feen over the high altar of St. Maria in Cam- 
pitello 3 for they have cut it into two pieces, and fixed it, in the 
Ihape of a crofs, in a hole of the wall 3 fo that the light" pafling 
through if. malrP'i if lnolr fn t-br>F^ in .k u i m i 


Shakefp. Ccriolanus. 
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